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. White Hoi ouse , Accuses Sen. Garn,. but. Later Backs Off - 


“make ‘up for what losses occurred: . 


By Edward Walsh 
“Washington Post Stafé Writer 

JEKYLL ISLAND, Ga., April 18— 
White House press secretary Jody 
Powell today accused Sen. Jake Garn 
(R- Utah) of leaking “inaccurate” and 

“distorted” information about, the 
United States’ ability to verify Soviet 
‘compliance with a new strategic arms 
limitation treaty (SALT). } 

Powell, who later. backed off beats 
his assertion ‘that- Garn~ was. ‘the 
source, was commenting on a report 
published Tuesday in The New York 
‘Times suggesting that U.S. ability to 


iverify’ the terms of a SALT: accord - 


was severely damaged by the- ‘loss. of 


intelligence stations in Iran.“ : + a 
: ‘The report said Central Intelligence : 


Agency. Director Stansfield: Turner 
had told senators that it would take 
five years to make up fully for the 
loss of inteligence-gathering, fapape: 
‘ity'in Iran! - 7 : 


Defense Secretary. Haréia: Brown 


denied the report, Tuesday, saying the 
‘United States expects. to conclude a 


SALT II accord “that” resolves satis- - 
‘factorily ‘the’ remaining : provisions: on. 


verification,’ >. 

Powell discussed the report ‘with re- 
‘porters here as President Carter en- 
tered the seventh day ‘of a. vacation on 
nearby Sapelo Island. 

;. Powell noted. that. Brown gala. the 
United States-can cOmpensate within 


one year for.the loss of: intelligence- . 


gathered facilities in Iran that would 


have been relied on. to verify Soviet : 


compliance with a SALT agreement. 


He said this was.too short a time for | 


the Soviets to obtain. secretly any kind 
“oe: ‘strategi¢vadvanceé. over hé- United: 


‘States, outside the terms of the treaty: *:: 
: Invan elaboration of his earlier state~ ---.. 


‘ment,. Brown ‘yesterday . told CBS. 
“News that he is-convinced the-United’” 
‘States. is “‘going-to be able td verify a‘ 


SALT agreement from the moment it; 


tis Signed. and ratifiedl’ oe 
Ye -He predicted his ‘statement: on wthie 


wg State ren mer vee meNe = ata a 
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var tety bt our monitoring techniques 
and . “the extended time that it 
takes for the Soviets to test a missile 
—it takes them a0 vests ana some 
ESTs ee: etre. i ' 
Powell said that Tar ner’s eacinae 
of ‘five years concerns the time it 
-wil} take to make up forthe loss of 
‘all intelligence assets in Iran, not all, 
‘of which would sag bees been, used to” 
verify SALT IL 


soe ion (ah apparent” that: The "Times was” 


given’: an ‘inaccurate: account of 
ade Turner's testimony;”: Powell said. 


“Gar, latee issued a. statement deelar- ~ 


ing: that: neither. het nor’ his ‘staf— was 
‘the source of any-leaks concerning the 
Joss’ of. US. intelligence-gathering ca” 


trate ” Garn ‘said. + Y-think it is 
ironic. that’, T would be ‘accused of leak- 


the first’ to-eriticize the Carter admin- © 
istration: for ‘selectively leaking infor-- ~ 


matign that:‘would indicate-;that the <=; 


SALT JU treaty would. .be- verifiable.”. 
Powell’ ‘told. reporters thts ‘morning 


that if; (Garn “worked:: for: the: ad- 


‘ministration; - ‘he no. longer would.” [> 


Bute later, Powell ° backed ‘off from 

. ‘this: assertion, saying he did not mean 
.. to: imply: he knew the source of The 
Times. Péport. 2S ra 
; “Garn. is! 2 conservative “Republican 
‘and staunch ‘opponent ofa new SALT 
agreement: ‘THe treaty, now-in the fi-. 

- nal stages. of. negotiation, has become 

the subject of intense maneuvering j 

‘centering on various estimates and re- 


i ports-sitch as that in: The Timés—on‘j 


whether compliance ean ‘be veritied.. 

: Eyer sineé the- Iranian . revolution, : 

: _ administration officials have ‘insisted. 
- that U.S..ability to verify ¢ ‘SALT ac- 

+ eord..was ‘not. seriously* compromised: | 

t by the, loss o£ the intelligence-gather- . 

ing facilities ' ‘in Iran atid that the ad: 


‘ministration was moving Vigorously to" 
to CR ote Sted nd rockigiasy BA Pombg es ane peas 


. 


~ fied for compliance by the Soviets. ao 
. is.at a.disadvantage in trying tonprdny 


: ‘“intelligence-gathering 


. effective. By Wat Balin 


Nothing could de further: from the ae ‘less than an hour after arriving: 


“hee : ctor 
_ ing. informatton’.when I was among... eee Prlcades tae es = 


J2this morning. and. flew’ to ale 


that’ she -understood”: that-Garn was © 


7 . 
the: Soitres -of ‘the information, adding :- of ‘the GOvetHOnS 


ee ye e 


The president has pledged repeatedly E 
that he will not sign a treaty that. ¢ 4 


not be adequately monitored and veri 


- Powell said today that the “inace 
rate report” in The Times can be ‘: eps 
_ ily corrected,” but that it is importants 
that the Senate be given aceurate.Liy “a 
formation and that the administration 


“vide it because of leaks to reporterge= 
He said the administration canmits 
* discuss. publicly the steps it is tabbaes 
to‘verlfy the treaty without riskin 
Soviet eountermoves or disclosing+Ea 
sources =; 
“methods, ,thereby rendering ther 


Powell" made- the” oracats ate 
_here after several days of vacatioigs 
Is land this morning -and later. we 
‘fishing with two friends. © ‘ 
‘s Rosalynn: Carter left Sapelo 13i3} 
N.€., where she. spoke at the op 
‘Conference 77 


‘Mental Health. She: returned lat arch 
o days: a os 
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